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General Topic: Global research challenges in Africa compared to Japan
Sub-topics

UAC: Science and Engineering challenges in global area

UNEP: Global environmental issues and perspectives
UN-HABITAT: Global challenges for urbanization and settlement issues,
Activities
Japan Embassy: The diplomatic relationship between Japan and Benin.
Pendjari: Biodiversity study
Rural life : Rural farmer’s problems and perspectives ,
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1. Outline of international Workshop
Africa is the world's second-largest and second-most-populous continent, it covers six
percent of Earth's total surface area and 20.4 percent of its total land area with
abundant natural resources.However, Africa remains the world's poorest and
most underdeveloped continent. It is is now attracting the attention of the world
including Japan.
The international workshop on Global Research challenge in Africa compared to
Japan was conduct to have more understanding about this continent with hope it can
be help for future development of the continent.
Visit Countries: Benin Republic, Kenya
Period: from March 1%, 2016 to March 11", 2016
Participants: GSDM students 4, GMSI Students 5, Company Member 1, Faculty 3

2. Topic and result of the international Workshop
- Visiting Takeshi Japanese language school in Cotonou, Benin Republic
- International workshop with students at Abomey-calavi University-UAC Benin
Republic for exchange the ideas and methodology to conduct the research.
- Discussion with Japanese Embassy diplomats in Benin Republic to have more
information about the current situation of this country.
- Experiment rural life for understanding about the reality in this country and from that
have efficient research for the develop of this continent...
- Biodiversity study
- Workshop at United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) and UN-HABITAT

3. Students Impressions
- By participating all above activities, | have more understanding about current
situation in African in General and Benin in particularly. First of all, | have more
understanding about the difficulties that the researcher in that areas facing when
conducting the research. That is because of lacking information, sufficient equipment,
transportations... Secondly, the understanding about the contribution of Japanese
Government and the international community represented by the United Nations
organization for the development of this continent. Last but not least, those activities
changing our mind on the way of thinking conducting the research for more value for
the global development.
- After few years the members of this workshop will be part of some organization or
company and our decisions might have big impacts. Therefore, | believe we all
remember this workshop and contribute towards the societies which need us more.
- This workshop was an amazing experience for all of the members. | personally
believe it is a lifelong experience which will certainly help us to think in different
dimensions rather than our academic research and thus pave the way to become a
global leader in foreseeing future.



Fig.7. Biodiversity study at Pandja
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Fig.9. Meeting at UNEP

Fig.8. Pandjari National Park
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Fig.10. Meeting at UN-Habitat
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